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Abstract: In order to explore the impact of old community reconstruction on urban sustainable de-
velopment, this paper takes the old community reconstruction pilot urban policy issued in 2017 as
a natural experiment; based on the panel data of 118 prefecture-level cities in China from 2008 to
2020, it used the difference-in-difference model to investigate how the old community reconstruc-
tion pilot urban policies affect urban sustainable development and heterogeneity. The results
show that the establishment of pilot cities for the renovation of old communities can promote the
urban sustainable development. The mechanism analysis shows that the establishment of pilot
cities for the renovation of old communities has an impact on the level of urban sustainable devel-

opment mainly through improving the level of urban social sustainable development. Heterogene-
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ity analysis shows that in the central and western regions and areas at a low sustainable develop-

ment level, the impact of pilot city policies is of more significance.

Key words: old renovation communities; sustainable development; difference-in-difference; influ-

ence mechanism
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Fig. 1 Effect mechanism for old residential area

reconstruction on urban sustainable development
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Fig. 2 Parallel trend test
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