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Research on the influence and mechanism of water environment quality
on new urbanization
WU Zhaoliang' , TONG Zigiang®
(1. School of Political Science and Public Management, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China;
2. School of Economics and Management, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)
Abstract: Water serves as a critical pillar for urban sustainable development and changes in water
environment quality inevitably influence the progress of new urbanization. This paper analyzes
the impact mechanism for water environment quality on new urbanization based on water quality
data from 96 cities at and above the prefecture level in China from 2011 to 2020. It employs two-
stage least squares (2SLS), generalized spatial two-stage least squares (GS2SLS), and general-
ized spatial three-stage least squares (GS3SLS) regression methods and explores the role of gov-
ernmental environmental governance actions within this framework. The results indicate that; O
Deterioration in water environment quality significantly and negatively affects the level of new ur-
banization by reducing labor agglomeration and production efficiency. @ Governmental environ-
mental governance actions can effectively improve water environment quality and promote new ur-
banization. @ When the basic water environment quality is favorable, the negative marginal im-
pact of water quality deterioration on new urbanization is greater. @ Adjacent cities adopt mutual-

ly imitative water environmental governance policies, with a strategic interaction conducive to im-
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proving water environment quality and advancing new urbanization. This research provides valua-

ble insights into the sustainable development of environmental governance and new urbanization

against the backdrop of ecological civilization construction in China.

Key words: water environment quality; new urbanization; governmental environmental govern-

ance; local strategy interaction; influence mechanism
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